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Synopsis

Finalist for the Silver Birch AwardWinner of the 2002 Information Book AwardWhen World War |
began in 1914, no one knew that millions of young people would die in the agonizing years ahead.
No one imagined the effect it would have on family life, or that whole villages would disappear, or
that entire nations would be changed forever. They believed their sons and daughters, mothersand
fathers would be home by Christmas. They were tragically mistaken.With photos, memorabilia, and
anecdotes, Linda Granfield brings us face-to-face with people from all walks of life who risked
everything for their country. These painstakingly-gathered bits and pieces are remnants of conflict
on a scale never before witnessed. Hastily-penned letters, notes written in code, and prayers for
deliverance form an eloquent portrait of humanity, and a startling comment on the devastation of

war.
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Customer Reviews

This book contains copies of original documents from WWI - for example, scribbled letters soldiers
sent home to say ’all is fine’, along with explanations that give background to those documents - in
the letter example, the book describes how little soldiers were able to put into a letter, but how their
brevity didn’t detract from the relief their families received from them. It doesn’t shy away from the
nasty aspects, but doesn’t dwell or go into graphic detail. It was a horrible war and you can see that

in the photos and writing, but this won’t give a child nightmares.



"Where Poppies Grow" provides 48 pages of primary source material with explanation and
commentary alongside it. It's written in a sort of scrapbook style. You find vignettes about the stille
nacht Christmas episode; a two page biographical sketch of a soldier's wartime exposure to
mustard gas; handwritten letters from soldiers to their mothers; pictures of soldiers on parade; a
piece of French propaganda; the story of the poem that inspired the book’s title; and more.My 4
children aged 4-11 have all poured over this book. Comments range from 4 yr old’s "dat's War
Horse!!" and "look, a tank from war horse!" to 11 yr old’s "why is this book called 'Where Poppies
Grow’?" (Me: "that was a popular poem. Did you find it? Her: begins to flip through the book in

search of it)Find an index at the end.5 stars for this great glimpse into a wide variety of WWI details.

This book was a good way to simply recap some of the facts we had been studying in our history

unit on The Great War.The illustrations were wonderful.

We are using Where Poppies Grow as a suppliment to our WWI 4th grade studies and my son has
really enjoyed the book. The book focuses on various topics (trench warfare, women in the war, war
animals (horses, dogs, etc), food, etc). Each two or four page spread includes photographs with
brief, but thorough, explanations. This approach is perfect for younger students who wish to study
aspects of the War To End All Wars! I'm glad we purchased this book & highly recommend this for

all ages, especially because of the photographs throughout.

This was a neat book that we used for homeschooling. It has lots of photos which help explain what

the war really looked like, with photos of trenches, soldiers, letters, products, etc.

This is a very good book for accompanying grade school history, probably 5-6th grades. Well written

and handsomely illustrated.

| was pleasantly surprised how helpful this book was to use in teaching our children about WW1.

Great book, great service!
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